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CANOE’S NEWS 

The sun shone down on Blue Lakes, Rotorua  for the Oceania and NZ Canoe Sprint Champs 
held 18-20 February.  The three days of racing saw the best New Zealand paddlers pitted 
against strong competition from Australia, Samoa and Cook Islands with some exciting upset 
results.    
  
Paddlers across the age groups competed from our “Tyros” (under 13) right through to over 
45 Masters including our elite national squad athletes in K1, K2 and K4 boats across 200m, 
500m and 1000m distances.  
 

Oceania & NZ Canoe Sprint Championship  
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Upcoming Events 

________________ 

March - April 2011 
 19 Mar: Trans Taupo, Lake Taupo 

 27 Mar: Pocock Paddling Teams 

Challenge, Mairangai Bay, Akl, 

 1-2 April: King of the Harbour 

CRNZ Surf Ski Champs, Akl 

Viaduct Harbour 

 17 Apr: CRNZ Marathon Champs, 

Mana 
 The Masters featured strongly on Friday with Glen Muirhead (Mana Wellington) taking the 
Masters 33-44 Men’s K1 1000m, Ben Bennett (Hawkes Bay) winning the 45+ Masters and 
Heather Kirkham (Mana, Wellington) taking out the Women’s Masters 1000m. Hamish Reid 
(Bay of Plenty) and Pip Pearse (Hawkes Bay) won the 200m Masters events.      
  
Jordan Pearse (Hawkes Bay) and Kayla Imrie (Mana Wellington) continued the stellar form they 
displayed at GP2 in Australia three weeks ago taking 1st and 2nd respectively in the U23 
Women’s K1 200m and 500m.     The competition was on in the two Open Women’s 200m and 
500m events on Friday.  Australians Hannah Davis and Lyndsie Fogarty were too good for elite 
athletes Jaimee Lovett and Rachel Dodwell who finished close second in both events.     
  
The Tyro’s kicked off racing on Saturday with Danielle Watson putting in a great effort to win 
the Junior Women’s K1 1000m a long paddle at this age.  It was fantastic to see so many young 
paddlers, our future champions giving it their all on the water.  Poverty Bay (Gisborne) had the 
strongest contingent of Juniors in attendance with paddlers taking 1st place medals across the 
races including Reeftahn Brown-Terekia in the Junior Mens K1 200m, 500m and 1000m, Quaid 
Thompson (son of Olympic medallist Alan Thompson) in the U15 Mens K1 200m and 500m, 
Quaid Thompson and Hayden Phelps in the U15 Men’s K2 500m, Jasper Bats in the U23 Men’s 
K1 1000m, Jarrod Fitzgerald in the U17 Men’s K1 500m, and Courtney Hoskin in the U15 
Women’s K1 200m and 500m.    
   
The big races on Saturday were the Open Men’s 1000m and Open Women’s 500m and they 
didn’t fail to disappoint. 
  

http://www.canoeracing.org.nz/


www.canoeracing.org.nz                            

      
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The excitement in the air was palpable after five heats and two semi’s the Open Men 
lined up in A and B Finals.  Steven Ferguson proved again his pedigree taking out the A 
Final in 3.30.79 closely followed by Troy Burbidge 3.32.42 and Darryl Fitzgerald in 3rd 
3.32.84.  Zac Franich narrowly won the B Final from Sam Wilson followed by Chris 
Nutsford in 3rd.     The Women’s 500m Final also made for breathtaking viewing with 
the Australians pushing our own Lisa Carrington and Teneale Hatton hard.  But our girls 
continued to show their class following on from strong GP2 performances with Lisa 
taking 1st  in 1.47.30 closely followed by Teneale in 2nd  1.48.86 from Hannah Davis 
from Australia in 3rd in 1.49.51.      
  
Steven Ferguson teamed up with Darryl Fitzgerald later in the day to clearly win the 
Open Men’s K2 1000m in 3.11.50 from Liam O’Loughlin and Troy Burbidge in 2nd 
3.15.94 ahead of Chad Alston and Glenn Rypp from Australia 3rd 3.16.29.  Darryl’s little 
brother Jarrod proved that speed runs in the family winning the U17 K1 200m with a 4 
second lead in 40.47.     Karina Radley (Bay of Plenty) another young paddler with 
recent GP2 success set personal best times winning both the U19 Women’s K1 200m 
and 500m races and Alex Fort (Arawa Christchurch) another emerging talent 
convincingly won the U19 Men’s K1 1000m.      
  
Danielle Currie (Arawa Christchurch) showed her class narrowly beating GP2 race 
winner Aimee Fisher (Hawkes Bay) in the U17 Women’s K1 500m however Aimee was 
able to turn the tables beating Danielle in the U17 K1 200m.     Sunday saw the fast 
200m races being raced. Lisa Carrington continued her winning streak taking the Open 
Women’s K1 200m in 39.16 from Hannah Davis from Australia 39.60 followed closely 
by Teneale Hatton 40.71.   
  
But the Open Men couldn’t repeat their 1000m performances with Matt Goble from 
Australia taking 1st in the Men’s K1 200m in 35.70 from Steven Ferguson 35.95 
followed closely in 3rd by Scott Bicknell 36.24. Matt Goble also took out the U23 K1 
200m and teamed up with Chad Alson to take the K2 200m by .2 of a second from 
Steven Ferguson and Darryl Fitzgerald.  The U19 Men from Arawa were unstoppable in 
the K1 200m with Zac Quickenden just stealing 1st by .66 second from Alex Fort.  These 
two teamed up to take the U19 K2 200m title as well.       
  
Summing it up “our best regatta ever”.  Thanks to all the volunteers who helped make 
this event such a success.  Thanks also to our sponsors Orca, investment partner SPARC 
and funders Lion Foundation and Pub Charities as without your support such a 
successful event would also not be possible.  
 
Full results on the website under “News”.   
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Oceania & NZ Canoe Sprint Champs 2011 

various photos 

10km Series  
 
CRNZ is in the process of setting up a 10km Series over the “off season”.  These events 
will be hosted by clubs around the country but open to all paddlers.  A points system 
will be set up to monitor each individual’s results with winners announced at the end 
of the series.  Paddlers can accumulate points from as many of the different Host 
events as they like, but only their top 3 results will be counted towards their final tally.   
This is a great opportunity to keep your fitness up and set some goals during the 
winter months.  
 
This is a work-in-progress at the moment, but more information will be posted to the 
website under “Events” once the series is finalized. 
 
Any queries can be directed to Karen Karen.simpson@canoeracing.org.nz or phone 04 
902 1236.    
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The 2011 International Canoe Federation Officials Course was a huge success. The course was held over five days in conjunction with 
the New Zealand National and Oceania Championships and was noted for being extremely comprehensive and challenging. Two ICF 
Examiners, Elly Muller and Risto Lehtinen, travelled to New Zealand to conduct an official ICF exam and award successful participants 
with a continental level qualification.  
 
Of the eleven New Zealand Officials who attended the course, all received a continental level qualification. CRNZ would like to 
congratulate all of the participants and thank them for taking the time to help create more professional and fair regattas. We would 
also like to thank Lynda Bicknell for her voluntary work in preparing the officials meals throughout the course, the course would not 
have run smoothly without her help. 
 
Continental Qualified Officials 
 
John Trotter  Terry Newsome   Richard Bicknell    
Ian Welch  Brett Mudgway  Tony Lovett 
Gavin Elmiger  Barb Harvey  Kate Austin    
Alison Harris  Debora Marras 
 
Their training over the duration of the course reflected positively upon the running of the New Zealand National and Oceania 
Championships, making racing more effectively policed and the regatta running far more smoothly. An array of recommendations to 
help improve CRNZ regattas are now being produced and a CRNZ Officials workshop will be run shortly to help address these issues 
and provide an annual forum to ensure the continual improvement of our regattas. 
 
CRNZ hopes to run another ICF Officials course in the future to qualify more Continental Level Officials and upskill our existing 
continental officials to an International level. In the meantime, CRNZ will be looking at sending these successful participants to 
international regattas to gain greater experience. 

ICF Officials Course 

Debora Marras to Officiate at European Championships 
 
Having recently completed the ICF Officials Course at the Oceania and New Zealand National Championships, Debora Marras will 
be attending the European Canoe Sprint Senior Championships to gain further experience. Debora, along with 10 other officials 
received Continental Qualifications after completing the course. However, Debora has kept in contact with the two ICF Examiners 
and has been given the opportunity to attend the extremely prestigious European Championships to be held in Belgrade, Serbia 
from the 17th to the 19th June. 
 
“It will be an awesome experience and I’ll definitely be keen to share my experience with all the other Officials” 
 
We wish her all the best on her trip, and look forward to hearing more about her experiences. 
 

Ben Fouhy Returns to Kayaking 
 
Ben Fouhy has formally returned from retirement.  CRNZ is working through the process of his return with Drug Free Sport and ICF. 
 
It is the decision of the Selection Panel as to whether Ben will be selected into the National Squad and to compete at future 
international events.  Any selection must be made in accordance with the Canoe Sprint-Kayak Revised Selection Regulation for the 
National Squad & Teams (Open) (2011 Season).   
 
The Board and management continue to be committed to providing the best high performance programme possible to all our 
athletes to give them the best opportunity of success.  This year we want as few distractions as possible and to that end our high 
performance focus continues to be on the whole team and the support they need to qualify boats at the World Championships. 
 
Please direct any queries you may have to the CEO, Paula Kearns, paula.kearns@canoeracing.org.nz Phone 027 444 3991  

NEWS FLASH…. 
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Pain is temporary. It may 
last a minute, or an hour, 
or a day, or a year, but 
eventually it will subside 
and something else will 
take its place. If I quit, 
however, it lasts forever. 

- Lance Armstrong 
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CANOE RACING NZ 

Unit D, 1 Antares Place 

P O Box 65-451 

Mairangi Bay, Auckland 

(09) 476 8670 

 

E-Mail: 

CEO 

Paula.kearns@canoeracing.org.nz  

Business Manager 

karen.simpson@canoeracing.org.nz 

Sport Development Co-ordinator 

Scott.bicknell@canoeracing.org.nz  

Administration Assistant 

alison.finn@canoeracing.org.nz 

Coach Intern 

gordon.walker@canoeracing.org.nz 

Web Site: 

www.canoeracing.org.nz 

 

www.canoeracing.org.nz                            

 

2011 Officials Workshop 
 
The first 2011 Officials Workshop will be held on the 9th April in Turangi from 10am to 
4pm. 
 
The purpose of the workshop is to discuss the ways in which CRNZ Regattas can be 
improved.  Attendance at the workshop is voluntary and it will be each person's own 
responsibility to make their way to the workshop.  
 
If you would like to attend please contact the Sport Development Coordinator, 
scott.bicknell@canoeracing.org.nz. Further resources and the agenda will be circulated to 
those attending shortly. 
. 
 

 

In trying to implement and support the coach development pathway, the Sport 
Development Coordinator would like to establish a Coach Development Work Group. In 
short, CRNZ needs to consult the most experienced coaches the sport has (at all levels of 
athlete development) to create an effective coach education and ongoing development 
programme. 
 
The first meeting of the 2011 Coach Development Work Group will be held on Sunday 
the 27 March in Auckland at the CRNZ Office from 10am to 5pm. 
 
The meeting will cover: 
 

o The development of 3 Coach Development Modules. At present, there are 5 
modules but one is administered by the HP programme and one has already 
been completed. They must cover Surf Ski, Marathon and Sprint. Synergies with 
other sports will be discussed. 

 
o The development of an Ongoing Coach Development Programme.  

 
o The development of the three Athlete Development Camps to be run later in 

the year. This will concern the frequency and content of each. They must cover 
Surf Ski, Marathon and Sprint. 

 
The structure of the Coach Development Pathway and some content in relation to the 
modules has already had a significant amount of work done on it over the previous year. 
CRNZ will look to draw largely upon this material to avoid ‘reinventing the wheel’. 
However, the working group is very much an open forum, will examine other sports 
initiatives and is open to change if necessary. 
 
Unfortunately, if you would like to be a part of this working group it will be on a 
voluntary basis. We apologize to those located throughout the country but due to a 
large concentration of coaches in the Auckland Region, the first meeting will be held in 
Auckland.  
 
Please RSVP your attendance to the Sport Development Coordinator, 
scott.bicknell@canoeracing.org.nz.  Further resources and the agenda will be circulated 
to those attending shortly. If attendees choose to fly, CRNZ will arrange a pick up.  

Coach Development Working Group 
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